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e RENARKABLE

The Wright Brothers' Machine Leads the World in Aeronautics.

Wonderful Exhibitions at Fort

Officers Among the Spectators—One Flight of 62 Minutes and

15 Seconds—The Machine was

Like a Bird—Another Flight for Over an Hour Against a Strong

“.‘w i

Arroplanes and Ralloons.

There Ms vhut- Jittle real scientific in-
terest in ballooning. The most that can
be hoped for in this is an advance in
our knowiedge ‘of aerial currents and
other matters of importance in navigat-
fng the alr.

The real interest is in machines heav-
fer than sir which will fiy like a bird.
Military balooning is largely a fad, and
but little can be hoped for it in actuval
warfare. The balloon is so large and
clumsy, the gas-making apparatus is
more ponderous than a battery of ar-
tillery, and after the balloon is inflated
it Is a good mark for the enemy’s guns.
1t must either run great risk from these
or ¢ls¢ keep up so high that ohserva-
tions from It will be excepdingly unre-
liable.

BEalloons were quite thoroly tried dur-
fng our war, when great expectations
were entertalned of them. The best re-
gulis attained., however, were the scares
they gave the ¢nemy in the fears by
the Confederates that the balloons had
discovered vastly more than they ever
really did.” I the bhalloons were cap-
tive they danced around so that but
little could be observed with accuracy,
and if they were left free they were at
the merey of vagrant currents of alr,

The best use ever made of balleoning
was by the French during the siege of
Paris, when they did some good work
in_carrying people into and out of the
lnes of the besiegers,

It Is quite otherwise with machines
Reavier than air, which Imitate a bird's

THE WRIGHT AERQPLANE ON THE TRACK READY FOR AN ASCENSION.

fight. On these rest very submmhl
hopes of great achievements in theé fu-
ture, The men who have been at work
upon these machines have met with
great discouragement, and: particularly
Prof. Langley, the eminent mathemati-
cian of the Smitksonian, wheo devoted
the latter vears of his life to studving
the principles of flight, and who devel-
oped a machine called the Buzzard. In
gpite of the newspaper derision_ which
helped to break his heart, he really die-
covered much that was of value, and
his machine came quite near success,
Other inventors have taken advantage
of his work, and are now giving us ma-
chines which make succers assured.

The Wonderfal Wright Brothers.

The world has been astonished by the
suiccess of the Wright brothers, of Day-
ton, O. Wilbur Wright has been mal:-
ing some flights at Le Mans, France,
which have wakened the enthusiasm of
the French people and brought him the
congriatuiations from all over the world
of these who are interested in aerial
navigation. It is acknowledged on all
sides that his machine leads by far all
the machines heavier than air that have
#0 far developed In Europe. The Wright
brothers were originially bleyele mano-
facturers, and became interested in the
principle that when @ broad plane
propelled thru the alr the air will sup-
port it; that iz to say, that if a bicycle
had & bread light vane of any kind
attached to it jt would be Jifted from
the ground and supported by the air
Guining  sufliciest speed, it might he
raised entirely off the ground and rest
encthe alr Without siny of the theories
ik Lo the flighi ¢f birds which have
cunled the attentlon of European
dents jong they started with this
humble ifntellectunl beginning and
worked fervard amid many discournge-
ments, They spared themselves muck
Annoyance multitude of gibes and
vheap wit by keepiog Lheir experiments
secret. They tried these on an isolated
phece of ground near Dayion, where there
were w0 spectators, and finally swent o
North Csrolina for still greater seclu-
sion, They worked patiently, bravely
in ths face of the greatest discourng.-
ments and with the highest mechaaical
siill, At Jast they had romething that}
they could =how toa the world, and|
when they did so everybody interesizd
in the subject took immediaie nntlrs-,l
for it was apparent that the new ma-|
chine was of the utmost valie, |

Exhibltionx in Washinigen,
First, Wilbur Wright went to Europe,
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and, as before stated, his pecformanees| e oo biisk - g
v = - 10 | LSRR
there arouscd the deepest interest, I\t-xf.!“ - e SeERER s
Orville Wright came 10 Washingion. U qeon ang A M. Herring is umlet coi-

the javitation of the War Dvpartment
and during the last weck has given at
Fort Myver the most remarkable exhibi-
tlons, which have besn atiepnded by all
©of the higher officiais Washington
and thousinds of the citizers. The in-
terest hae boen g0 greatl and the attend-
ance so enormous thet the gurrison
Forl. Myer has been delng guard

to hald the crowd hack from the place
whope the 'mimnchine wasx housed, from
which it started and to which It re-
turned. His first great tlight was made
Tuesday, Sept. 8, when he was in the
air 11 minutes and 10 seconds, daring
whith he cireled the drill grounds 13
times at an average speed of 25 miles
an hour.

The pecond flight lasted s>ven
miputes and 34 seconds, during which
Sir. Wright flew around the grounds
elght and a half times. He alighted
each time with perfact case, and had
hiz aeroplane under complete control
&1l 1he time. On Wednesday, Sept. 9,
he made the longest fight ever accom-
jpiished In a heavier-than-gir fAying ma-
eiine., This was one hour, ftwo minuteg
und 15 seconds, which Is 33 minutes
Letter than any previous heavier-than-
fir mackine record. He followed this
by another Bight of 47 minutes and 31
seconds, and then made the longest
flight of any heavier-than-alr machine
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Yiextension of 30 days, amd psks for stil

AIRSAILING.

Myer—Many High Officials and

Under Periect Control and Flew

carrying a passenger, which was six
minutes and 26 seconds. 1t is estimated
that he made 36 miles the first flight
and 38.6 the second.

Among the spectators were three Cab-
inet members; Secretary of War Wright,
Secretary of the Navy Metcalf and Sec-
retary of Commerce and Labor Straus,
together with practically every Army
oilicer holding an important executive
position in the War Department.

nected by a wire that run=s thru pullevs
attached to the upper plane, while the

corresponding ends of the upper plane
are attached in a similar mannear, with
the exception that the connecting wire,
in the form of a chain, is carried for-
ward thru pulleys and around the hub
of one of the three vertical levers, fo
that a fore-and-aft movement of this
lever eauses the rear edges of the planes
to dip down at one end and to rise a
corresponding amount &t the other.
Close beside thls lever, and In reality
forming part of it, is another vertical
lever that moves the twin vertical rud-
der. In making a turn the angle of in-

cideitce of the outside end of the planes

is at first Increased, which causes the
machine to rise at this end. The ten-
dency which it has to turn in the oppo-
gite direction as a result of the in-
creased resistance resulting from the

Among the Army officers who arrived |
on the grounds before the second flight
were Brig.-Gen. William Crozier, Chisf |
of Ordnance; Brig-Gen. Willlam M.
Marshall, Chief of Enginecrs; Brig.-
Gen, Willlam W. Wotherspoon, Presi-
dent of the War College; Brig.-Gen. Ar-
thur Murray, Chief of Artillery; Brig.-
Gen. Willlam P, Duvall, and Lient.-Gen.
Miles, retired. Assistant Secretary of
War Oliver was also present, as were a
number of scientists, including Charles
D. Walker, President of the Carnegie
Institute and Secretary of the Smithson-
ian Institution.

The only foreign military attache
among the spectators was Maj. Four-
nier, of the French army, who lately
returned from France, where he wit-
nessed several flights by Whbur Wright,

On Thursday Mr. Wright made anotii-
er astonishing achievement in bucking
# 10-mile breeze, which tossed his aero-
plane like a ship at sea. He muade 58
cireles over the parade grounds at Fort
Myer, and remained aflight 65 minutes
and 52 seconds, during which he went
about 43 miles. The highest altitude
reached was 200 feetl, to which he rose
becauss the wind was hurting hiz eyves
and affecting the flight of the machine.

He said that he could have staved up
longer, but the bugs-and the wind were
siashing hiz eves, and he struck baf-
fling air currents, which blew him pret-
ty close to the ground. AIl the move-
ments of his machine were exceedingty
bird-like and graceful, and his control
of it complete in every way. He would
cirele sharply around the end of the
fleld, come buack In a stralght line,
sweep over the shelter house and out
Into the rough and unbroken country,
He would come down to within 15 feet
of the ground, and then soar sharply
to the hight of 100 feet. When an extra
passenger, Lieut. Lahm, who had
broken the world's record in ballooning,
was taken on board the machine re-
mained near the ground for about 50
feet, and then shot up into the air like
i bird, remaining there until Wright
Jecided to descend. He and Licut. Lahm
tlked quietly together during the trip,
tho It was rather hard to hear on ac-
count of the fuss made Ly the mator.
Mr. Wright was overwhelmed with
congratulations and praises by all who
witnessed the flight, and since that time
hag been deluged by telegrams from nll
over the world. The déxhibitlons were
under the ausplices of the Signal Corps
of the Army, with Maj. Squler in charge

THE WEIGHT

These exhibitions are prellminary to the
official tests which musit be made on or
before Sept. 28 to determine whether
the machine will be accepted by the
War Department In accorduance with the
There are other competitor< for the
tract to dellver an acroplane at Forl
Myer, for which he will roceive S20,000
if he can sagsfactorily meet the condi-
tions that Orville Wright L= filied.  Mr
Hoerring has telegraphed. as=king for a
littie further tline ov tov troubles In
his machine shop. dellver
lthe machine Aug. reeeividd an
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more tlme. The Wright machine weighs
850 pounds, while the Herring machiae
wolghs only 250, Mr. Herring cluims
that he has developed the fipest motor
lin the world, of marvelous lightness,
two of them only welghing 39 pounds,
and that he will be ablc to &1y at almost
double the speed of the Wright brothers
with two men, The Navy Department
was represented at the testa- god it is
not unlikely that it will order a machina
if the War Department agceepls one,

Description of ihe Machine.

The Sclentific American says of the
construction of the machine:

“A close serutiny of the Wright aero-
plane sstoniches one by its great sime-
plicity The main planes are slightly
arched downward at their ends.  Thelr
front edges gre perfectly rigid, oniy
their ends and rear edges being flexible.
The outer ends of the lower plane at
the end and second uprighls are con-
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MR, ORVILLE WRIGHT.

greater angle is overcome by means of
the vertical rudder. As soon as the
machine has tipped inward and started
to make the curve the positions of the
wing ends are reversed, the grealer an-
gle then being given to the inner end.
If this procedure is not followed, the
aviator cannot turn the aeroplane, and
it is for this verv reason that a wind
fails to upsct it,. The horizontal rudder
is operated by o straight inclined rod
running directly from the lever to the
two superposed surfoces in front. This
rudder is used to maintain the longitu-
dinal equilibrium and also for varving
the hight., It i= operated by the left
hand of the aviator, and until his hand
becomes used to working it the aero-
plane is bound to do considerable bob-
bing up and down.”

Startiug the Machine,

The aeroplane = unched from a car
which ruus gpon n rallroad, The motors
ure first started, and when they are
ready welghtz drap from ' tower o praos
pel the car fornard at' a speed of 28
miles an hour in i distance of 50 feot
This spred is sufficient to cause it to
rise readily In stil} alr. This method of
starting = modeled after that davized
by Prof, Tangles, bul bhas been im-
proved by the Wrights,

- — - = - —

Pickett's Charge.

Editor Natlonal Tribune: As a priv-
ate musician, about all the good 1 did
In the hattle of Gettyshurg was to bring
canteens of water, but I eouldn’'t help
seeing some of it. 1 was certeinly as-
tonished, in the afternoon of the third
day, 1o see the boldness of the attempt
to break the Unlion center. The idea of
men marching In battle line, three-
quarters of a mile across an open plain,
within fair range of 20 batteries, looked
to me as being foolhardy. And, besides
this, the musketry fire which they must
expect to face at short range, It Is yet
a surprise to me that so many escaped
alive, This line of the Confederates,
from where 1 stood, looked like one line
of battle, about three-fourths of a mile
In length; the nearest end being, per-
haps, a mile and a half distant. As
they came on [ could look directly
down their line. T am sure they could
not have done better if there had been
no danger at all. When our musketry
opened, however, then came the test.
This began at about 200 yards. Still
they advanced for more than half
the distance, and then most of the line
hailted. Near their right, at this thine,
there seemed to he a concentrated ef-
fort. and, In spite of everything, this
mob, which leoked 10 or 20, men deaep,
broke in over our line, Yet 1 could
see no  panic; simply a desperats
hand-te-hand fight, lasting, perhaps, a

IN THE AIR.

minute.  In seme wiy, our men by that
tim= got the best of it, and very soon
the whole rebel line were in full re-
trew.  When this break first occurred,
the bauttery men, just in rear, began to
hitch up their horses. They were just
ready 1o move when the tide turned.
Immedintely they unhooked the teams,
and as soon #s the coast became a little
elear, agaln commeéenced firing. In the
retreat of the Confederates it was avery
man for himself; looked like shaking
pepper aut of & box; no two together.
About & third of a mile away they all
dissiippeared, (1 fuppose in some low
grouand.) Presently, another line rose
up from this place, not more than half
as long #« the tirst; but, after facing our
batteries for a little way, they, too, made
thelr exit. A little later, a third line
appeared, still less in extent. These
also retreated—almost the lrst thing
théy did.

One thing T saw, which I have not
seen mentioned by any one:  As the
first grand line was advancing, I no-
ticed an officer who rode a dapple-gray
horse, In rear of the line, As they ap-
proached the Union works he began
riding at a gallop for a long distance,
first one way, then the other, swinging
his sword, apparently to encourage the
men to proceed. In the retreat this
horse was the only one I saw; the sad-
dle was empty: he was alone and was
cantering about the fleld as though be-
wildered. I think he escaped unhurt

the horse got out all right, I am afraid

Pa.

I wonder who this officer was, and if

his owner wae not so fortumate.—I, 5.
White, Co. A, 146th N. Y., Swartiimnore,

|

sional Campaip.‘

Bryan is this minute in the heart of
the “enemy’s country.” Taft Is putting
on his traveling clothes, packing his
grip and making ready for the tirain
that has steam up for a trip into what
is claimed to be “Bryan’s country’.” One
T. Roosevelt Is pacimg impatizntly- on
his front porch at Sagambre Hill and
peeking upward occaslonally as the big
thunder clouds push up over the hori-
zon, Whoop-la! The campaign is get-
ting gay.

Yas, tha Republicans are a little
scared. It is not the seare that precedes
the passing of the hat. No, it does not
necessarily mean that Bryan Ik going to
be elected President of the Unlted
States. It means that the Republicins
|are waking up, that they now realjze
| what some folks were saying a month
|or two months ago that William Jen-
nings Bryan is an exceedingly strong
Presidential candidate—for the Demo-
cratic Party to have—and that nothing
can be taken for granted. The Repub-
licans have been deprived of some of
their old-time Implements for use in
campaign time. They have a big job
ahead to keep W. J. B, from getting
into the White House.

But the Republicans are big enough
and heavy enough for that job, the wise
men generally agree. They are going Lo
quit loafing around the house and go
out into the field, They must.

Trend Toward Bryan.

There i8 a trend toward Bryan. It
cannot be lignored. How much it 8
clection day will disclose. As he has
journeyed eastward thru Illinois, In-
diana, Ohio, West Virginia, Maryland
and inte New York the evidences of
friendly regard for him have multiplicd.
Perhaps it is the same kind of friendly
regard and of wild enthusiasm that was
shown for him on the stump in 1896
and again in 1900. Perhaps. Who ecan
gay? The trained politiclans, and possl-
bly, better still, the tralned newspaper
observers, who have lived ln Washing-
ton long enough to care Tittle in the
abstract whether one party or another
i5 In pow=sr, say these Brydn desnonsiri-
tions have been little short of ‘wonder-
ful. 'They say the enthusigsm of tho
farmers, laboring men and of others
who toil is not to be sneered at. Thoe
Republicans must reckon with it.

Of course, there is the old answer.
Probably no FPresidential candidate on
the stump was greetad with more en-
thusinsm than was shown for the late
James G. Blaine, and yvet he was beaten
on electivn day. The Republitans sav
that voters cheer- Bryan's/eneeches and
vol: against him. This «r Bryan's
speeches are a little difféercnt than of
yore. He continueés to condduct his cain-
paign with more discretion amd calm-
ness.  His speeches are addressed more
to the Intelligence than {o the impulscs
of the voters, which is ‘egidénced by
the way the Republicams e to tuke
notice of his assertions,

But “Big Bill,” of Cincinnati, s mak-
ing ready, When the engl r turns on
the steam and the train that carries the
Republican nominee as ity mosgt dis-
tinguished passenger pulls out of the
station for that Republiean tour of the
erstwhile Republican States of Ohio,
Indlana, Illinols, Kansas, Nebraska, 2t:.,
look out.

“Oh, Bryan will eat him allve some
morniag before breakfast,” say the
Democratic enthusiasts. “It's really o
shame. Why don't somebody tell Taft
to stay at home, The front-porch cam-
peign is the thing for him. He can't
get hurt much speaking there."”

“Don’t fret, my friend,”” returns the
Republican enthusiast.  * ‘Big Bill' ‘s
a hard man to chew up before break-
fast or any other time, He talks facts,
He's no ordinary windjammer. Calm
vourself. Wait and see the people rise
up and give him a tremepdous and con-
tinuous ovation as he stéams along on
his tour."”

Of course, the country will hang on
the words of these two Bills. For, in
all seriousness, Taft's trip thru the Alid-
dle West, beginning next week, s a very
important one in the campaign, and Is
expected to be a tremendous vote win-
ner. The Republican managers are
pounting upon it to arouse citizens from
their political lethargy, te explode =ome
of Bryan's arguments, and to bring the
doubters over into the Taft eamp. While
Taft's election is regarded as certain,
the fact remains that his Middle West-
ern tonr may, after all, decide as to who
will be the next President.

If the farmers and the tollers of the
West are deserting in great droves Lo
Bryan, and if, as Bryan himself claims
to-lay, he has the electlon won, provid-
ed he can only hold the strength he now
has, there is a chance for the Repub-
lican nomines to win back those da-
serters from the faith. The tour will
sive the Middle Westlern volers an op-
portunity to take a new measure of the
man and to pass judgment upon his
campalgn arguments and to make up
their minds whether, after a'l, they pio -
fer Bryan for President for four yeéass
rather than the man whom Presideat
Roosevelt has said I8 best fitted to con-
tinue “my policlea.”

The Preald 2t Bavi

In a few days now President Roose-
velt will be back In Washington. The
ramor comes from different quarters
that he is going to pitch Into“the cam-
paign, that he will take a lamd at flay-
ing Bryan, will tell the dountry that
there Is no comparison n Bryan
4nd "Taft, that Taft s far «awny the
pest man for themeand so gn.' The fre-
quent deninls from Oy Bay 1o the
effect that the President I'not make
any specches are still fresh’ i the pub-
{ic mind, but Chairman Hilehcock and
Mr. Taft's friends and Hegténanis are
importuning the President. He is beirg
told that should Taft by amy chance be
defeated, when he (the Presklent) has
kept his silence, the Republiean Parly
will hold him (the Presi@gent) responsi-
ble—hhm upon whom it has' conferred
the highest official honoys. They are
telling him about .the Westérn defec-
tions, and about thée troubles they arc
having in stirring up. any’ esthusiasm,
and that he, more than sny other living
muan, can glve Bryan an efféective “swat-
ting.” &

Men who know thesPresident well do
not believe he will ffinin passive very
long under such regresentations, Ko
likes to be In the midst of things, e
likes to “lay on'" and make the other
fellow cry “encoghti-dnd eben tho Lo
President may refraify Trom #9ng upon
the stump, there'y@dgreat confidence
among the Republiean managers that
ingide of two or three wijiks, whenever
the right time contes, he Will pen a let-
ter to some friend, whe has obligingly
written some inquirg t= him as to
whether a doubting vdter cught to take

“IN THE ENEMY’S COUNTRY.”

Both Nominees Preparing to Invade the Hostile Bailiwicks—Is
There a Trend Toward ‘Bryan?—Return of the President—The
Vice Presidential Nominees—Peace Negotiations—The Congres-
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Bryan or Taft as his ldeal. And the
way the President will enlarge upon the
subject and the way he wil! thump-
thump at “Bill of the Prairies” will set
the boys to cheering like mad, and wil
give the campaign great life and spirit,
and wiil enable “Big Bill" Taft to forge
ahead In his quest for voles,

The Viee Presidentinl Nominees,

Meanwhile the Vice Presidential can-
didates? The country seems to have
lost them. . Who is paving much dat-
tention to Sherman or to Kern? Usual-
Iy the Vice Presldential candidates are
stars ypon whom the country Is gazing,
1t is no particular fault of ¢ither James
Schooleraft Sherman or of John Worth
Kern that this is not the condition now.
Usually the Vice Presidential candidates
are out on the stump, making a fearful
racket, ‘They travel by special trains
and they speak at a dozen small sta-
tions dally on the way with a Dbig,
whoop-er-up specch every evening,

To be sure the Vice Presidential can-
didates have been exerclsing their vocal
chords a 1litle this Autumn, but they
are gotting mighty few “spreads” in
the newspapers, and the average citizea
would have to serateh his head and stop
and think before he could tell an in-
quirer much about what the Vice Presi-
dential eandidates are doing and say-
ing. All this may change later on, when
the campaign “warms"” a. little more.
But the facts are that the popular in-
terest thus far, whatever there is of I,
is centered upon the “big-uns'"—the Re-
publican and Democratic candidates for
the Presidency.

Peace Negotintionns

Taft leaders, who rendezvous here,
express some dlsappointment at certain
developments of the week just past.
The good work in advancing peace
pacts, which Chairman Hitchcock start-
ed early In September, seems to. have
halted. The campaign is now well ad-
vanced. ‘The period for preliminary or-
ganization and making ready fs over.
Several Northern States falled to im-
prove that period with harmony effosts,
The final fight for the Presidency is 'o
be made In the next seven weeks It
is now taken for granted that the Re-
publicans must enter upon this hattle
with the handicap of a half dozen Jr go
serilous State quarrels,

If the numerical strength of ths big
parties had been nearly equal In recent
alections, the Washington politicians
say these quarrels would be serfous
indeed. How much of a real handicap
they will prove to Mr. Taft, under the
present stalus of Presidential politics,
probably will be very tnncertain right up
to elgetion day. They are in part a con-
sequence of the Inter-party quarrels that
flared forth two years ago, and resulted
in quite a crop of Democratic Gaver-
nors In the North and in part a conse-
quence of Republican differences in
Natlonal palitics.

roster of Northern States, in
which the Democrats are now supposed
to have about an even chance—perhaps
better than an even chance—of elecl-
ing thelr local tickets, ls quite formid-
able. It includes Rhode 1Island, Con-
necticut, West Virginia, Ohio, Indiana,
Minnesota and probably two or three
small Western States. Democratle op-
timlats would add New York, Illinois
and Nebraska, It is worth noting that
all theee Slates, with two or three ex-
ceptions, such #as Rhode Isiland and per-
haps Nebraska, would be almost as cer-
taln as Pennsylvania to choose Repub-
lican Governors were it not for these
pernicious foactors. Gov, Johnson got
nis foothold in Minnesoln because the
Republican factions fell out with one
another, and have never been altogether
able yet*to adjust their differences.

Old-timers say it Is a guarter of a
century since such tenacious quarrels
have cropped up in the Republican
camp. Otherwise these would have
vielded ere this to treatment. A good
part of ex-Secretary Taft's most eney-
getle effort in the last six months—
much of which the public knows little
about—has been directed to secaring
party peace. Since the Chicago Con-
vention he has been ably assigsied in that
role by Chairman Hitchcock, who would
have preferred to devote more of his
time to campalgn preparations had not
these malters affecting harmony been
more presslisg. The situation has been
even more embarrussing, because, apart
from the numerous State quarrels, there
has been & s=ectional guarrel, as
were—a very marked difference in the
uttitude of Republicans of the East and
of Republicans of the West. The East-
ern Republicans think the Wetsern Re-
publicans arc excecdingly unreasonahle,
and vice versa. As nowadays almost
every word and act of a Presidential
nominée hecome known to the voters
thruout the Nation, the difficulties of
conducting the Republican campaign
have been angmented,

Mr. Bryan's optimism, it Is learned
from his cloge friends hereabouts, really
comes from the continuance of thess
Republican conditions in divers States.
He expects to be a large beneficiary
therefrom and to run quite as strongly,
if not more strongly, than the several
Democratic Gubernatorial candidates, If
that should be the case, his chances of
election might be bright. But the best
observers do neot agree with him in such
expettations, They think he will only
reduce very lurgely the former Repub-
lican majorities in Presidential vears,
and that he will run behind the Demo-
cratic Gubernatorial nominees Iin Con-
necticut, Rhode Island, West Virginia,
Ohio, Indiana and Minnesota. The Dem-
ocrats are conceding as much with ref-
erence to the last three States. Bryan
sald the other day that he did not re-
gard himself as strong in Illinois as ex-
Vice President Stevenson, the Democrat-
ic nominee there for Governor.

Reeent Demderatle Teadencien

There is more than one reason !
p2et such an outcome. Many Dem
have acquired the habit in recent 3 ars,
and the elections have demonsirnted
that the tendency Is growing—of voting
for Democratic local ticketz and for
Republican National  tickets,  Bailol
laws make [t casier than of yore to split
tickets, East of the Mississippi River
the Democrats have nominated more
conservative men for office, men who
are supposed to be more in accord with
the masses of Democratic vorers of their
section than Mr. Bryan is. Then the
Republican State Governments have not
been -as satisfactory in their adminis-
tratlon of public affairs as the Repuh-
lieans have been, on the whoele, in Wash-
ington. © °
. On the other hand, while efforts to
get the Republicang into the thick of
the campaign thoroly united have been
only partially successful, the minority

ex-
nts

“lonly recognize the prospects of a close

The Situation
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party has not been 80 harmonious, out-
wardly at least, for many, many years
Every week has been adding something
to their compactness gs a volting army,
AMr. Bryan and hig lieutenants, of course,
are making the most of this, Hence
their broad smiles and their predictioas
that “All we need to do is to hold what
we already have."

Coupled with other recent olitical
events, the decision of Nominee Taft to
go upon the stump in the West Is very
significant at this stage of the Presiden-
tinl campaign. It means that the pro-
Bryan sentiment in that section is large-
Iy identieal with the pro-Roosevelt sen-
timent, and that the voters who sre oh-
cessed with the Roosevelt-Bryan ideas
are by no means yet convinced that
Taft would be the preferable occupant
of the White House for the next foor
years. It also means that the radical
Western sentiment, which cropped out
so prominently at the Chicago Conven-
tion, has-not receded, as numerous wise
prophets claimed that it would do.

Polls have been taken already In some
of the Western States, By this and by
other means of determining the politi-
eal trend, the Republican leaders, State
and local, have futhomed something of
the depth and direction of the currents.
They have immediately reported and
put in their appeals for help, which in
turn have gone up to Chairman Hitch-
cock and by him made plain to Mr.
Taft. Now Mr. Taft and his lieutenants
are deliberating whether the plans for
a front-porch campaign exclusively, as
far us the nominee is concerned, should
be echanged, with Mr. Hitchcock al-
ready admitting publicly the *‘possiblli-
ty'" that they will be. If the early Sep-
fember polls and reconnoitering had
disclosed satisfactory enthusiasm for
the nominee and a general alignment
of the normal Republican strength for
him, the change would not be proposed.
Mr. Taft would follow the precedents
of Republican Presidential - nominees
ever since the disastrous Blaine cam-
paign of 1884, and pass the months of
September and October in his home city
of Cincinnati.

Prospectis of a Close Campalgn,

The Washington politicians do not
infer from these striking developments
that Bryan is going to be elected. They

campalgn, and that the necessity is right
at hand for the most aggressive and de-
termined combat the Republicans have
made since 1896, memorable in all Pres-
idential campaign annals, They see in
it the possibility, not the probability,
that blocks of Western States may flock
to Bryan and make his electoral total so
close to one-half of the entire college
as to be uncomfortable, Then with
the radical Western sentiment for Bryan
running unchecked all thru the prelim-
fnary stages of the campaign and prob-
ably, according to reports here, increas-
ing, the imperative demands upon the
National leaders to check It are recog-

nized.

The batteries of heavy artillery Chair-
man Hitchecock has been assembling
can be utflized on this Western situa-
tion only to a lmited degree, Very few
of the orators of a National reputation
can help much with the voters in the
storm belt couniry between the Penn-
sylvania llne and the Missouri River.
not to mention the many States of ymall
voting population farther westward. The
votera out that way who bolt tickets are
the progressives. They have been edu-
cated to believe that Roosevelt and
Bryan are the two greitest Amerieans,

and that Fairbanks, Foraker, Knox and
Cannon are reactionaries. ‘The latter
classification was dinned into their ears
during the Taft campaign for the Presi-
dential nomination, Fairbanks and)
Cannon can help some, possibly, by
speaking In their respective States of
Indlana and 1llinois, but the great de-
mand in the Western States will be for
earnest orators, sufli as La Follette and
Cummins,

There is probably some method n
Bryan's plans to tour thru the Eastern
country before the 1=t of October, s0
thit he can be back home to take care
of the eminent Republican spellbinders
to be sent thru that territory in the last
month of the campaign. Ex-Secretary
Shaw, one of the party's ablest and most
adroit stumpers, used to be a great card
in all the Mississippl Valley, but he has
been so thoroly - identified - with the
stand-pat and “reactionary" faction that
a large element of the Republican voiers
of the West take little stock in him,
Usually the Vice Presidential candidate
is available for ecloguent service on the
Western circuit, but it is sald here to be

doubtful whether Mr. Sherman will

speak much this year beyond the Mis«
atssippi. With the West's present frame
of mind there la a disposition to regard
the efforts ef that class of orators in
behalf of Taft's election as cenfirma-
tion of the charges made by Hryan, as
well as by some eminent Hepublicans
of the East, that Taft is a conservative,

The Situntion Unfolds.

The sitoation, as it is now unfolding,
gcems to assure meore than cver a very
hard-fought campalgn BEast and West,
The Democratic prospects in the East,
whatever they may be, will becoma
cleared within the next 10 or 15 divs,
during whish the nominations for the
State tickets in New York wili be made
and the effect of Bryan's tour will be
measured, The Republlean managers
are manifestly aware of this. They sra
that the time for herculean campaign-
ing approaches, and are determined that
Taft, the nominee, should get isto the
thick of the fight,

The greatest scare that ever iright-
ened the Republican Congressional
Committee in the 14 years it has been
winning a continuous series of victories
now pervades the New York headquar-
ters, where [ts officials hold forth. The
last big scare, that was a real scare, -
came a few weeks before the election
in 1902. The conditions that produced
it then were overcome by herculean
work., They are hopeful that the feat
can now be duplicated. At least they
propose to put forth the effort.

The news has leaked this way by
committee employes and officials, who
came from New York for a holiday cov-
ering the labor celebration period. Prac=
tically all the officials and employes of
the committee are connected withh the
National House in some capacity.

The Congressional Campaign.

Republicans in the vicinity of Wash=
ington would be skeptical of the alarm
ery did it not come from such reliable
sourees. They still believe that the
Republican Congressional Cominittee
officials, who are not the seasoned men
that have been at the heim for a nume-
ber of vears, have taken counsel over-
much of their fears, and that the condi-
tions canot be quite as bad as have been
pictured., It is pointed out here that
with the revival of the Republican Pres-
idential campaign, which is certain to
come with the appearance of big ora-
tors on the stump, especially with the
starting of Nominee Taft on a long
speaking tour, the Congressional cam-
paign for the control of the House in
the #1st Congress will also look up.

The Congressional Committee has
ways of Its own, outside of the State and
National polls, for ascertaining the
trend of thought among the voting pop-
ulation. It keeps watch especially on
the close Congressional districis, which
this year number about 75 out of the
total of 3%1. . The committee confines
its campaign practically to those 70-0dd
close districts and leaves ihe others
alone. The reports coming in from He-
publican candidates for Congress from
those close districts—nearly all those
districis. have now made nominations
for the House—are far from satisfac-
tory. The same story of a trend toward
Bryan all thru the West that the Re-
publican National Commiitee has been
discovering s coming to the Congres-
gional Committee. i

Its offidials do not know just how pro=
nounced this change ig likely to be or
how difficult it will be to check it. Thoze
uncertainties contribute to their anxiety,
They are well aware that the hostility to
Speaker Cannon and his House liegten=
ants, which continues unabated In the
West, aggravates the situation even be-
yvond that the National Committee has
fo deal with. With the fears now pre-
vailing that Taft's election will be by a
close vote, beeause of the trans-Alle-
gheny uprising, the Congressional
sachems argue of the possibility, even
probability, that Republican cundidatss
for the House will run behind Taft. n
these tempestucus political times there
Is no telling what freakish things the
Western voters may do. As has been
frequently pointed out, the party con-
trol of the next House must virtually be
decided in the West. The Democrats
will do well to hold all they now have
in the East. Not only the pro-Bryan
wave, but the anti-Cannon wave, just
now seem to be sweeping the six or eight
populous Western States, now very
largely represented in the Hous: by Re-
publicans. The loss of three or four
Congresstonal seats in each of the States
of Ohio, Indiana, Illinols, Iown, Kansas
and Nebraska would mean the loss of

{Continued on page three.) _ _J{




